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CHAIRMANS FOREWORD

This plan has been prepared by a team of volunteers following an invitation to residents and local
groups from Penkridge Parish Cound@ihese volunteers first came together more than two years
agoto form the steeringgroup to preparehis Plan.The volunteers comprise a very good cross
section of our community and were all representatives of groups and organis#tianghout the
parish. In addition some members also brought their professional knowledge and expertise to the

group.

It was particularly sad that one of our members, Sue Marsh, unfortunately passed away mid way
through the process,ra our thankggo to herand herfamily for her valuable contributionOur
thanksalso go td_eslie of the Parish Council and to Anne Smitb kindly tookover as our

secretary

As chairman of the group my sincelenks go the followingnembers of the steering groufor
their continuedwork and support:-

Mike Smith (Vice Chairman), Malg Newman (Treasurer), Petutughes (Council representative),
Peter Davenport, Karen Barrett, Howard Stemp, Bob Stokes, and Margaret Race

Additionallythe thanks ofus all are du¢o the following people and organisations whgave both
financial and moral supporthroughout our deliberations:

6¢ | NRa Biglettety Euhd

Penkridge and District Round Table
Penkridge Business Association

Penkridge Parish Council

Veronica Downs, Staffordshire County Council

Penkridge Goodies

David Calcroft

Chair Parish Plan Steering Group

Page3 of 44



1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

15

INTRODUCTION

What is a Parish Plan?

A Parish Plan enables a community to plartlierfuture; it is ashared vision for the village
over the next ten years, covering all aspects of local life including social, economic, and
environmental issues that are important to the community. It is representative of the whole
community and contains an action plan tieg out a series of projects to be implemented to
help fulfil the aspirations of the communitWe have followed published guidance from the
Association of Rural Communities (ACRE).

This draft plan iBasedon published information antesponses to guestionnaire

distributed to all homes and businesses in the parisBpring2010which explored some of

the issues the parish face$his questianaire had a response rate of %/which is

considered statistically soundThe plan includes extensive eegénces to the results of this
survey as well as illustrative quotes in italid$e last exercise of this kind for Penkridge was
an Appraisal carried out in 1993 and, where appropriate, comparisons with that report have
been made in the various sectioabthis report

Why Do We Need One?

The organisations which influence our lives often seem remote and perhaps indifferent to an
individual community's needs. This is often because of a lack of a clear statement of the
community's needs, wishes, isswsd priorities. This Parish Plan should help to overcome
that by providing background information and evidence to support the development of
community projects and environmental improvements.

It is anticipated that this Parish Plan will influence Braish, District and County Councils

and other organisations when making decisions on matters that affect the parish. It is hoped
that this document will also help local groups, businesses, and community organisations, for
example when applying for grangsistance.

How have we approached the task?

The preparation of the plan commenced with the development of a business case and
project timeline which set out the necessary work and anticipated expenditure. This
envisaged the following work:

Datacollection and analysis

A questionnaire survey

A series of focus groups

The drafting othe parish plan

Consultation on the draft

Finalisation and publication

= =4 4 4 4 A -

Monitoring and review
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1.7

What Happens Next?

This is théParish Plamvhich has been developddllowing consultation. It now moves
forward to implementation monitoring, and review It is suggested that the implementation
of the plan should be monitored annually, with a review after three years.

Market Square
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2.6

PENKRIDGE TODAY

For centuries Penkridge has existed as a small market settlement on the main route between
Wolverhampton and the north. After roads came the Staffordshire and Worcestershire
canal. This was constructed by James Brindley and opened in 1772. The witwsdf

later, being opened in 1837, as part of the Grand Junction Railway between Birmingham and
Crewe. Later still the M6 was built to bypass the A449 and form a major road route between
the North West and Midlands in 1966. More recently the railwag lias been upgraded

and new rolling stock introduced.

Today, theparish of Penkridge encompasses the main villagesamall settlements such as
Levedale to the north, Whiston and Congreve to the west, Water Eaton to the south and
Pillaton to the eastThe majority of the population, however, is a@amtrated in the main
villagearea which is centrally situated within the parishhis settlement is bounded by the

M6 motorway on the east and the main West Coast railway line on the west, and is bisected
by the A449 trunk road. In this central area can be found the nsaoial, commercial,
administrative facilities, and amenities, many of whigk the subject of furthesections of

this plan In addition a large part of theeatre of the village is als® Conservation rea.

As acommunityPenkridge is fortunate to have a wide range of amenitidghese are largely

F6tS G2 OFGSNI F2NJ NBEAARSY(iQa AYYSRAIFIGS ySSRa

library, a medical centre, two leisure dess, six public houses, three hotels, and a range of
community facilities and clubs. The villagéoisunate to have a full range of schopisith
Wolgarston High Schoalso servingtudents fromBrewood,Wheaton Astonand Coven.

The population of Penkridgen 2001 wa slightly in excess of 8,500 residing in slightly less
than 3,500 householdsinterestingly from 1991 to 208the population of the parish only
increased slightlyAt present the age structure of our community is sliglyounger than

the rest of the surrounding aredaiVe live in significantly more detached houses than
elsewhere. However, there are also more housing association properties than typical in
England.Owner occupied detached and semi detached hngsnakesip the majority of

0 KS @ Rouding sioSk@ith 19.5% of homes beimgnted. Our local housing association
owns a large proportion of these and so leasajor role in the shape and appearance of our
community.

Of the Parish's population more thémalf are economically active. This term includes those
who are students.This is slightly above theverage.Interestingly, parish residents are
slightly less well qualified above A level equivalent than the national averldgse.may be a
reflection d a young population that graduates and lives elsewhéneconsidering

SYLX 28YSyid AdQa AYLRNIFYy(G W@npparticarhitiel & GKS Yl

more highly qualified ones work outside of the paridhis has consequences which are
illustrated through the plan

Village residents argenerally healthier than average and live in a considerably better
standard of housing stock than the norm. Only 12.9% of households do not own a car and

! Source ONS Census 1991 and 2001
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10% of households own three more cars. As eonsequence residente more likely to
drive to work and less likely to use public transport, walk or cycle.

View of Stone Cross
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VILLAGE IDENTITY
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Penkridge there has been a debate as to whether iniflage or a tavn. The overwhelming
majority of residents see their community as being a village.

Identity is related to whaNB & A Rafug dis Qart of their community. Many of these were

explored in the questionnaire and in a series of focus groups. Most of the pais¢slas

O2Yy UNROdzi Ay 3 ( ®erelisud, relatiiB to ghiisicahdt B tgristicgiadd

appearance. The three most highigted features were the village centre (96.7%
AYLRNIFYOGk@SNE AYLRNIFyGo: {o aAOKIStQa / Kdz
significant factors were things likmiilding styles, streefurniture, floral and Christmas

decorations, and twdhirds of residents thought a distinctive visual boundary and the Best

Kept Village competition were importanihe greener aspecialso ranked highly, with a

village park, play areas, open spaces and seating @ngicant for more than 85% of

people.

Social aspects can also be important in setting a spirit of community. There are a wide range
of clubs and societies in the village, and a number of facilities and amenities available to help
them pursue anghromote their interests. Similarly, there are opportunities for sporting and
other leisure activities, and all of these have been evaluated as part of the process of
producing this plan.

In many of the sections that follgwhis keen sense of villagdentity and the importance of
maintaining and enhancing its characteristics feature strongly, in terms of bosiqathy
appearance and community

St Michaels Church
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THE VILLAGE CENTRE

The Village Centreeomprising Market Squar®arket Streef Crown Bridgeand the St
Michael® Squarerea of the villag@rovides the main focus within the parish for shops,
professional and commercial iséces offices for small businesses. It also contains a number
of residential properties and community fatéds. This area comprises the majority of the
PenkridgeConservation Area and also

contains a number of listed buildings.

Its importance was recognised in early
discussions about the villagehere nearly
all residents and businessex7¢9

identified the village centre as the most
significant feature in maintaining the
village identity. Overall, the community
rates the shops and services found there
above average (64%). However, focus
groups also raised issues about the area.
These mainly related tooncerns about
parking, traffieflow and pedestrian safety,
and these were also borne out by the
survey results.

Market Street is narrow, with pavements
on both sides. Traffic is restricted to one
way, but space all down one side is given
over to parlng, and there is no designated
pedestrian crossing. At itewer end,

whereMarket Streetmergeswith Mill Satisfaction with shops
Streetand Crown Bridgethis is awide

area with twoway traffic and parking WExcellent M Good Average
areas on both sides. disolackssafe W Poor Don’t know
designated crossing area. 6% _. 0% 15%

Parking in the Village Centre
31%

There is generally a lack of adequate off
street parking with close and convenient
access to the village centre. Qtreet
parking is allowed on both Market Street
and Crown Bridge, but there is keen competition for thisamen shoppers, traders,

employees and residents. There are parking restrictions in force but, although enforcement

has improved recently, regulations are not always appliddaddition there is some

concern that the current restrictions are to restiigt as illustrated by the following

commentd ¢ KANII& YAydziSa LI NJ Ay3 A &hegexie clightydza K (2
under review. With the exception of the supermarket, deliveries to shops and other
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